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Newsletter No 2 
 
Dear readers of our newsle.er for the 13th Nuremberg Forum. 
In our second newsle.er, we will introduce our next keynote speaker 
Prof. Dr. Pascal Frank: 
 

ADer his employment for the German Environment Agency, where he 
build up an internaHonal academy for transdisciplinary learning and 
collaboraHon on sustainability-related topics, he has been working 
since 2023 as an assistant professor at the EducaHon and Learning 
Sciences group of Wageningen University & Research in the 
Netherlands.  

In his professorship in ‘Teaching and learning for the development and unfolding of human poten5al 
for sustainability’ a major focus of his work lies on Inner Development Goals (IDGs). IDGs have been 
introduced as a set of desirable development goals complemenHng the 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals. On the one hand, they describe the skills and competencies that individuals need to 
contribute to sustainable development. On the other hand, IDGs can be interpreted as an inner 
manifestaHon of external sustainability. Pascal’s work is concerned with IDGs in three ways.  
First, he aims to idenHfy the intrapersonal challenges individuals face when engaging with 
sustainability and the intrapersonal competencies they apply to overcome these challenges.  
Second, he looks at learning activities that allow individuals to cultivate these competencies. 
Third, he is interested in ways of assessing these learning acHviHes and intrapersonal competence 
development. In his work, he primarily applies qualitaHve and thick-phenomenological methods for 
his research. Overall, Pascal aims to establish IDGs as an important learning outcome of formal 
training and educaHon and support actors who seek to integrate IDGs into their work. 

He is driven by the intenHon to enable individuals to overcome barriers of acHng in a more 
sustainable way. He interprets research and educaHon as a means to achieve this purpose. More 
specifically, he is interested in understanding how outer challenges translate into inner, affecHve-
moHvaHonal challenges for the individual. In response, Pascal aims to idenHfy intrapersonal 
sustainability competencies and inquire into learning acHviHes culHvaHng these competencies. 

In his teaching, he draws upon his research findings and designs experienHal learning landscapes in 
which learners can systemaHcally observe and transform inner worlds. 

In addiHon to his academic work, Pascal is a cerHfied systemaHc transformaHon consultant, Iyengar 
Yoga Teacher, and Mindful Self-Compassion Teacher, as well as a movement pracHHoner. 

Note: The deadline for paper submissions has been extended to 15 May and registra;on is open. 
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