South African and Swedish children on the human being, sustainability and
the future
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In an interview study carried out in 2019, 41 South African and Swedish children aged 10 to 12 years,
were individually interviewed. Studying at eight different schools, five children from each class took
part. Their schools were all located in communities where scarcity of water had been experienced —
in Sweden the dry summer of 2018, and in South Africa drought due to the changing weather
patterns.

In the interviews a Swedish method, developed over decades (see Hartman, 1986a; 1986b; Hartman
& Torstensson-Ed, 2007), was used to ask children what their reflections were. Their responses were
recorded both orally and in writing. The questioning format of the method is open, allowing for
answers to be formulated freely, at the same time as the consistent following of the interview guide
gives opportunities for comparison of answers. The interviews lasted from 17 minutes to 41.

In the interpretive framework Ethics in Light of Childhood (Wall, 2010) and the concept ‘empowered
inclusion’ (Josefsson & Wall, 2020) have been used (see Sporre, 2021), as well as the concept of
children’s ‘moral authorship’ (Sporre et al., 2022) where the work of Mark B. Tappan (1991;2010)
also forms a background.

In this presentation themes about the human being, sustainability and the future from the interviews
are in focus. The earnest way the children respond to the interview themes raises questions as to
how education can be transformed to take them on.
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